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January Meeting 
Friday, January 15 
8:00 PM 
RK 
The Year 2000 
Apocalypse or a Pot of Hype? 


Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane 
Lafayette, CA 


By now, we've all heard about the 
Year 2000 Problem, also called the 
Millennium Bug. But how will it affect 
us as amateurs? At the January meet- 
ing, Greg Estep will describe the Y2K 
problem. A member of the Rocky 
Ridge Committee will tell us about the 
potential problems, if any, that may 
exist with the Club’s repeaters and 
other equipment. Finally, Mike 
Patterson will tell you what he’s learned 
so far about what the major amateur 
radio manufacturers say about the risk 
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Magic on the Mountain 
By Greg Estep, KE6VTA 


What is it that Amateur Radio has that is special? Our hobby allows us to perform 
feats that our ancestors would have called MAGIC. If you told someone in the 1800’s 
that you could speak in a tiny box and be heard miles away, they would have burned 
you at the stake. Even today, amateurs have technology that the general public doesn’t 
have at a push of a button. When San Francisco was blacked out, Willie Brown asked 
for Amateur Radio Operators to help in the schools. Many public service events could 
not be run safely without our involvement. 

I would like focus each month on the people that create this MAGIC. This month I 
personally want to thank the people that keep our repeaters working. They are the 
people behind the curtain in the Wizard of OZ and we often forget that many long 
hours go into the Magic on the Mountain. So here they are in alphabetical order: 


Tim Barrett 


K6BIV 
Jack Beck KE6TIP 
Jim Brunk N6BHX 
Howard Burk KE6PTT 
Jay Caldis KT6Y 
Keith Lattin | N6PMF 
John Lytle KD6ZMP 
J.C. Smith KOHPS 
John Stuart KM6QX. 
Lauren Styles WA6CIE 
Jim Tittle KC6SOE 


Barry Winkler KC6WYA 


When you see them at the meeting, please let them know that they are appreciated. 

Finally, I will put a little QRM out. I would like to thank Chuck Massetti (our caterer), 
Tracey Schwartz and George Roush for a fabulous Holiday party. 

73, Greg 


W6CX Special Event Station Summary 
By Mike Grcevich, KB6USJ 


Excuse me for this much belated report on the special event radio station which 
operated at Pacificon, but I promised to start the New Year off right, so here it is. 

We made 22 contacts; not exactly a record pace for a special event station, but with 
over 100 scouts and other young people visiting the station over the weekend the 
contacts were rather lengthy. We contacted stations in Virginia, Michigan, Louisiana, 
Texas, Arizona, Mississippi, Utah, Florida, New Jersey, North Carolina, and Alaska. 
We had a great contact with a station in Whitehorse, near the Yukon Territory. We 
followed this up with a contact in Osaka, Japan. 

Not only did these young people share some exciting conversations, but also learned 
about radio phonetics and morse code. The topics of conversation ranged from hob- 
bies, places to camp and vacation, and thrilling roller coaster rides. For those who 
have an interest in marketing, one of the hot topics was our California Cheese com- 
mercials, where we shared a laugh with stations, especially on the east coast. They 
suggested we add this to our California list of sourdough bread, wine, and hot tubs. 

We also conducted concurrent operations on the JOTI (Jamboree Of The Internet), 
which linked scouts using computers throughout the United States and the world. 

Once again we'd like to thank MDARC and the Pacificon Committee for the use of 
the special event station for the Jamboree. It was a wonderful venue to showcase our 
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Mt. Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club W6CX 


P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


(925) 932-6125 


6.2 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of 
the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). It is the 
policy of the editor to publish all material submitted by the 
membership provided such material is in good taste, relevant 
to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC members, and 
space is available. 


All material must be submitted to the editor by the first of 
day of the month of publication. Material is accepted on a 
first-in, first-out basis. Articles and other material may be sub- 
mitted via Internet email to carriereditor@home.com (pre- 
ferred), w6uv@dnai.com, or delivered to the editor at the ad- 
dress listed below. Material will be accepted in plain ASCII, 
Word for Windows, or WordPerfect format. Material may also 
be submitted as hardcopy. 


All material published in the Carrier may be reproduced for 
noncommercial use provided such use credits both the MDARC 
Carrier and the author of the article. Copyrighted material 
without accompanying written permission to republish will 
not be accepted. 

The opinions expressed in the Carrier are soley those of the 
editor or other contributors and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of either the Board of Directors or membership of 
MDARC. 


Club Officers 
President 


Greg Estep, KEGVIA (925) 830-8615 


Vice President 
Mike Patterson, KE6JGA (925) 944-8786 


Secretary 


Paul Dickey, N6GJOX (925) 376-3971 


Treasurer 


Marie Lewis, KF6GLV (925) 933-0420 


Emergency Coordinator 


Robert Hampton, KFGFGH = (925) 625-4033 


Directors 
John Stuart, KM6QX 
Ed Ritchie, K6SFD 

Cal Groom, KEGOEH 
Keith Lattin, NGPMF 


(925) 283-2797 
(925) 837-3265 
(925) 439-7843 
(925) 427-1651 _ 


Membership Chairman 


Sam Lipson, KOGJR (925) 229-5705 


Public Service 


Jeff Hart, KF6EUM (925) 798-9281 


Carrier Editor 
Jerry Gardner, W6UV 
2236 Tahiti Drive 

San Ramon, CA 94583 


(925) 735-7325 
carriereditor@home.com 


Rocky Ridge Repeater Committee 
Chairman 
Jim Brunk, N6BHX 


(925) 372-8248 


Technical Manager 


Barry Winkler, KCOWYA (925) 427-2121 


W6CX Repeaters 
147.060/+ (100 PL) 
224.780/- (077PL) 
441.325/+ (100 PL) 
ATV: In 1253.25 Out 427.25 (Cable Channel 58) 
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hobby. We would also like to extend our gratitude to Greg Estep and Sam 


‘Lipson for their gracious hospitality. Thanks are also due to Force 12 An- 


tenna and Ham Radio Outlet for the use of state-of-the-art equipment that 
made such distant contacts possible. 

1 would finally like to thank my dedicated volunteers on the JOTA/JOTI 
event: Clint Collier, Jim Berry, KE6IZP, Josh Berry, KE6IZQ, Alex Berry, 
Don (who handled most of the traffic on Saturday for us), Lew Cook, KSQXX, 
Justin and Jessica Estrada, Scott Simpson, Benson Howard, and the fellow 
who kept the JOTI computers rolling, Don De Young. 


The Year 2000—Apocalypse or A Pot of Hype? 


By Mike Patterson, KE6JGA, Vice President 


Will your amateur radios work a year from now? Will the Club's? What about 
your computers? For that matter, what about your car, telephone, power 
utility and all manner of other systems? 

By now, we’ve all heard about the Year 2000 Problem, also called the 
Millennium Bug. But how will it affect us as amateurs? 

At the January meeting, we'll start off the last year of this millennium with 
a discussion on the possible problems of starting the next one. First, our 
illustrious president, Greg Estep, will describe the Y2K problem and its po- 
tential effect on computers and all the systems and infrastructure that use 
them. He will give us.a realistic view of what could happen, as well as what 
most likely will happen when the clock strikes twelve. 

Then, a member of the Ricky Ridge Committee will tell us about the poten- 
tial problems, if any, that may exist with the Club’s repeaters and other equip- 
ment. Finally, your humble vice president will tell you what I’ve learned so far 
about what the major amateur radio manufacturers say about the risk to your 

Included in the discussion will be suggestions on how you can prepare, a 
list of dates that could impact computers and other systems (its not just Jan. 
1, 2000 and some are not obvious) and a list of Y2K web sites, some of 
which have software you can download to test your PC. 

See you at the next meeting, January 15", 1999. 


International DX Convention 


The 50th International DX Convention, hosted by the Northern California 
DX Club, will be held on April 9-11, 1999, in Fresno. A registration form 
is available at http://www.amateur-radio.org/ncdxc.htm. 


Ramblings From The Editor 
By Jerry Gardner, W6UV 


Welcome to 1999. Contrary to popular opinion, this is not the last year of 
the 20th century, nor is it the last year of the millennium. That honor falls to 
the year 2000: The first day of the new millennium is January 1, 2001. In 
case you were planning a big bash next December 31 to ring in the new 
millennium, my apologies for bursting your bubble, but facts are facts. 

I've heard several people complain about this revelation, but popular opin- 
ion or convenience don’t change the facts, as the Indiana legislature found 
out years ago when it attempted to legislate the value of 1. So it looks like 
everyone will have to wait one more year than expected. 

So far, the year hasn't started out very well for me, as this issue proves. It’s 
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Proposed 1999 MDARC Budget 
. By Greg Estep, KEGVTA 


Operating Income 


Membership Dues $15,000 
Interest $420 
Auction $1000 
Subtotal $16,420 
PACIFICON $10,000 
Total Income $26,420 
Operating Expenses 

Minimum Operating Expenses 

Carrier Printing $3600 
Carrier Postage $1500 
Membership Expense $2000 
Door Prizes $300 
Miscellaneous $300 
Insurance - Liability $1200 
Meeting Rent & Coffee $900 
Office $100 
Repeater Operations $10,113 
State Filing Fee $20 
Subtotal $20,033 
Optional Operating Expenses 

Field Day $450 
Telephone $360 
Speaker Gratuties $150 
Subtotal $960 
Picnics and Parties Expenses 

Holiday Awards $200 
Holiday Food $1000 
Holiday Decorations $300 
Holiday Prizes $400 
Picnic $700 
Subtotal $2600 
Special Project Expenses 

Schools: & Libraries $2500 
Trailer $1500 
RRRC Special Projects $1750 
Subtotal $5750 “ 
Total Expense $29,343 


Avoid Inflated Service Charges—Be Your Own 


Repairman 
By Alex Coulter, WBEZWG 


When that Hi-Tech piece of Ham equipment fails to operate, these six basic steps will 
avoid inflated factory service charges, while giving you the satisfaction of “do-it- 
yourself” repair at minimal savings. 


1. Reflect complete confidence as you approach the ailing equipment. Anyone present 
will be impressed, and the equipment will mistakenly think that you know exactly 


what must be done. When the equip- 
ment realizes that you have enough 
tools to construct a hydrogen bomb, 
it should begin working and you will 
be credited with the repair. If this step 
fails, you should proceed with confi- 
dence to the next step. 


. Visit your neighborhood library and 


check out a textbook on the funda- 
mentals of radio theory. Make your- 
self comfortable close to the ailing 
piece of Ham equipment so it can see 
what you are reading. Proceed slowly 
from page-to-page and give the ap- 
pearance that you are absorbing the 
book’s content with thorough com- 
prehension. {f this deception should 
fail to do the trick, proceed to step 
three. 


3. This is a drastic step and should only 


be attempted after step one and two 
have failed. This effort should never 
be tried if your wife and children are 
present. After referring to the ARRL 
Handbook to be certain you have all 
the facts, begin reciting Ohm’s law to 
the equipment. If this is done in an 
aggressive, and violent manner, the 
equipment will know beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that you know 
something and will probably attack it 
while in an unbalanced frame of mind. 


. We all know that a poor, or porous 


solder connection can cause problems 
that may be detected by a slight jar- 
ring action. This may require anything 
from a two- to a ten-foot drop, pref- 
erably on a cement floor. Care should 
be taken to avoid chipping the ce- 
ment. Although this is an approved 
diagnostic procedure, it is also a dras- 
tic step. If it should fail, you may ad- 
vance to step five as an alternative. 


. With our infinite technological knowl- 


edge of electronic devices, we may 
suspect one or more components to 
be faulty. In keeping with the do-it- 
yourself repair process, we choose to 
randomly replace a few transistors, 
resistors, diodes, capacitors and a tube 
or two. With a fragile circuit board 
removed, and firmly clamped in our 
shop vise, we approach our delicate 
repair with a flaming blowtorch and 
acid-core solder. If we didn’t know 
why the radio failed to work prior to 
step five, we do now. This takes us 
to our last step. 
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6. After installing the damaged circuit 
board, pack the ailing piece of junk 
carefully for shipment to the manu- 
facturer. The following note should 
be included... 

“Dear Manufacturing Company;” 
“This radio is exactly as it was the day 
I purchased it. I have followed your op- 
erating instructions to the letter, but it 
refuses to perform as advertised. Since 
today is only one day over the extended 
warranty, I am returning it so you can 
repair the shoddy workmanship, or re- 
place the unit with a new model at no 
charge to me. Since I am lacking the 

technical knowledge and proper tools, I 

would not attempt any nature of repair. 


January 1999 


Therefore, I must rely on your willing- 
ness to address this issue with consider- 
ation for customer satisfaction.” 
“Sincerely: 
Mr. Craf T. Goodfellow, RUITOO” 
{From World Radio] 


Ramblings From The 
Editor 
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been quite a while since the Carrier has 
had fewer than eight pages. If you look 
closely, you'll notice there’s an article 


The Carrier 


from our president, a recap of the PACI- 
FICON special event station, a budget, 
this column, and little else. Look, guys. I 
can't keep reprinting moldy old articles 
forever. Nor can I keep swiping material 
from World Radio. No—it has to come 
from you, the membership. Remember, 
I’m the Carrier editor, not its sole writer. 

So much for my ranting and raving. I 
hope everyone had an enjoyable and pro- 
ductive holiday season. I used my holi- 
day time to set up a new Linux system as 
my gateway to the Internet. The quality 
of the software you can get for free these 
days is amazing. Even the mighty Bill up 
in Redmond is starting to take notice of 
free software. 


Look for the 
HRO Home Page 
on the World Wide Web 
Dp shen hamradw com 


12 Store 


Buying Power! 


ANAHEIM, CA 92801 
933 N. Evciid St. 
(714) 533-7373 
(800) 854-6046 


Janet, WATWMB, Mor. 
Near Disneytend 


BURBANK, CA 91506 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


“KENWOOD ° 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 


OAKLAND, CA 94606 
2210 Livingston St. 
(510) 534-5757 
(800) 854-6046 


So. {rom Hwy. 101 
NEW CASTLE, DE 19720 


TS-50S/TS-608 te transceiversom 
+ TS-505 - World's smatiest HF Transceiver 

# 100W out. (90W TS-60S, SOmHz only) 

* SSB, CW. AM, FM. 

* 2V Gen, Cov. 8X, 6.4 Ibs.. 7.16 x2.4 x 9.32" 
* 105db dynamic range, 100 Mems. 

* Opt. ext. ant. tuners available (1S-50S onty) 


Call Now For Our Low Pricing! 


DJ-G5T_ amnuo 


+200 Mems. Clonabie 
+ Dual Ax, (VV of U/U) 


+ Buitt-in CTCSS 
TH-7S9A(D)owesout Ae eon ceneest 
+ 2.70 2M, 2W 440 +4 Sw vetoptionat battery 
Lot Capon CALL NOW FOR 
Ba Memones LOW INTRO PRICE! 
* DIMF Memories 


+ Built-in CICSS Enc./Dec. 
+ User-Friendly Menu Sys. 


CALL NOW FOR ~ 
INTRO SPECIAL! 
TH-22 AT 16-775, Nida Transceiver DX-70T_w Transcewer 
— + 200W HF Transcerver + 101 memories 1OOW 160-10 Mtrs + 10W 5M. Gencov. Ax 
« mnt ot + OSP built-in Digital noise reduction Ful QSK, 100 Mems. * Compact. Remotable 
. . . * Digital automatic natch © Digital LPF and HPF Dual VFO. 12VDC + 6.2 Ibs. 

Ooravite, 1 mi. no, of 1-285 °40 Memones * QSK. Digital CW fitter * Built-in AC suppty 

WOODBRIDGE, VA 22191 t Aun ow = Twin PBT * Dual watch 

Washington 0.0. area Ww Call Now Fi I 

Washington OC. aren ‘all Now For The Ultimate Radio! 

(703) 843-1063 


(800) 444-4799 

Fick. AAQOB, Mgr, 

Exh 161, 1-95, So. to US 1 
SALEM, HH 03079 
Boston, MA area 
224 .N, Brosdway 


COAST TO COAST 
FREE SHIPPING 


UPS - Most Items Over $100 


(200). 444-0047 FT-51R FT-SOR_ 
Chuck, KM4NZ, Mot, zMvaeOen: HT 440m Compact HT 
nee ‘2W standard Alpha numenc display 
26 mil. No. of Boston SW Optional + Wide Band receive 
. Alpha Numenc * Battery Saver 
120 Memories +112 Memories, FT-1000MP_ ir transceiver 
spectrascone ° Mil-Spec eee 
Prices, specifications, OTMF Paging *HiSpeed scanning 7 cone Digital Signal Processing 
: ‘Coded SOL butt-in * Dual 
teenage witout pate, Rapid Deliveries From Special Low ; Call For + Colins $38 liter bultn 
The Store Nearest To You! Pricing! Introductory *100W. Pover supply built-m 
a+ Pricing! Call Now For Low Intro. Pricing! 


NETS 


W6CX Nets 
APRS Net Tuesdays 1930 Hours 

147.060/+ (100 PL) 

Net Control: Barry, KC6WYA 
Thursdays 1930 Hours 
147.060/+ (100 PL) 

Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
Thursdays 2000 Hours 

Net Control: Mike Burke, KB6RMT 
Alternate: Sylvia, KC6YJV 
Thursdays 1900 Hours 

147.060/+ (100 PL) 

Net Control: Jeff Burke, KE6YAW 


Phone Net 


ATV Net 


Youth Net 


Contra Costa County Emergency Services HF Net 
First Thursday following first Wednesday, 2000 Hours, 3.895 
MHz. Net Control: Richard Shappee, WASHQJ 


Sheriff's Amateur Radio Communications Team 
Clay Yale, N6YBQ 
707-785-2402 
CCRA Net Mondays 1935 Hours 

147.735- 145.49- 145.41- PL: 107.2 


A.E.A. Interfaces, TNCs, & Antennas 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators 
Amphenol Coax Connectors 

Astron Regulated Power Supplies 
ARRL License Manuals, Repeater Directories 
Reference Guides 
Avanti/Antenna Specialist “On Glass” Antennas 
WS5YI Study Guides & Software 
Bencher Paddles 
Ramsey Do It Yourself Kits 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners 
Butternut Antennas 


Antenna Masts 
Guy Wire 
Mast Bases 
Wire Clamps 


Copper Wire 
Baluns 

Magnetic Ant Bases 
Trunk mounts 

Ball Mounts 

Gutter Mounts 
Code Oscillators 


Egg Insulators 
Dog Bone Insulators 
Center Insulators 


COVES. 


|  THEBASESTATION | 


| Your Contra Costa Ham Radio Headquarters | 


CCCC Net Thursdays 1930 Hours 


145.11- PL: 82.5 


Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 
Thursdays, 1900 Hours 

Central County 145.680 Simplex 

Jim Brunk*, NGBHX 
(925) 372-8248 
146.535 Simplex 

dim Tittle*, KC6SOE 
(925) 432-3220 
146.355/+ (100 PL) 
Ed Ritchie*, K6SFD 
(925) 837-3265 
145.110/- 

Rich Parker*, KD6JCT 
(510) 237-2777 


East County 


South County 


West County 


‘QSY to 147.735/- (107.2 PL) at 1920 Hours 
Meeting of all County ARES/RACES Nets 

Sam Lipson, District Emergency Coordinator, KO6JR 
(925) 229-5705 


* Assistant District Emergency Coordinator 


Callbooks, CD ROMs, Modification Books 
Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 
Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 
Hustler Mobile Antennas 
Gordon West Books and Practice Tapes 
Larsen VHF & UHF Mobile Antennas and Mounts 
MF] Keyers, Tuners, TNCs, Switches & Accessories 
Mirage VHF & UHF Amplifiers 
Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 
PC Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Transmitters 
Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 
Yaesu HF, VHF & UHF Transceivers & Accessories 


Code+Theory Software 
SWR Meters 

Ground Rods 

Coax Patch Cords 

Mic Plugs/Connectors 
PL-259s, BNC and “N” 
Headphones 


HT Antennas 
Scanner Books 
Scanner Antennas 
Radio Publications 
Radio Handbooks 
Spectrum Charts 
Operating Manuals 


1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 
(510) 685-7388 


Mon - Fri, 10:00 - 5:30, Sat: 9:00 - 4:00 
In downtown Concord between Willow Pass Road and Concord Blvd. 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


January 11 7:30 pm MDARC Board Meeting - Emil Villas 
Willow Pass, Concord 


January 15 8:00 pm MDARC General Meeting Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 
January 16 8:00 am PACIFICON General Meeting Emil Villas 
Willow Pass, Concord 
January 30 February Carrier Deadline 
February 7 1:00 pm Sunnyvale VEC Exams Consolidated Fire Training Center 
Gene Capener, WW6H, 510-254-5090 2945 Treat Blvd., Concord 
1st Sunday even months 
February 8 7:30 pm MDAEC Board Meeting Emil Villas 


Willow Pass, Concord 


The Carrier BULK RATE 
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P.O. Box 23222 concn cs 
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Change In Service Requested 


MDARC Meeting January 15 


